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PREFACE. 



/ CRA VE the indulgence of my readers for all the errors and defiden' 
des of this Work; arid if it does not emmrace all that might have been 
expected, tliat they will excuse the narroUmess of my views on the score of 
the largeness of my heart. I have many reasons, I hope all gogd, for 
wishing to remain at present unknown to the Public, but none at all for 
concealment from my Friends, The nature of the work, in some degree, 
requires it, and the pressure of time obliges me to send it forth sooner, as 
well as less perfect, than I could have wished. * 

7^ public mind has been so much excited of late, by the continuaTice 
of the detested practice of exhumation of the dead, as to call for some 
legislative measure to remedy the evil, and provide efficient means of 
meeting the necessary demands of the Profession — no less anxious, on their 
part, to be relieved of the odious necessity of depending on the aid of some 
of the lowest of mankind. 

It has been said, that the Profession has become too mercenary, if so, 
which I am m>t competent to vouch for, the causes may be traced to the 
numberless inroads which have been made upon it ; depriving the well 
qualified of their due proportion of practice, and amsequently of their 
accustomed reivard, obliging many to resort to teaching, as a means of 
making up the deficiency ; which has rather added to the evil, from in- 
creasing the number of Candidates for the honors of the Profession, faster 
than means can be found to 'provide settlements Jor them. How far this 
may have contHhuted to render the teaching ofAruitomy a kind of trading 
speculation, and produced an artificial demand for the means ofinstruc- 
tion, until both them and the Students have become as a Drug, I shall not 
pretend to say ; but certain it is, the Profession was never more surcharged 
than at present. 

A main feature of the following attempt, will be to establish the 
qualified Practitioners of Medicine and Surgery on a basis quite inde- 
pendent of any such principles as I have alluded to; in a manner which 
will afford the most undiscrimiimting, infallible means of distinguish- 
ing the qualified Practitioner from the usurpers of his just rights, of 
every denomination. Not that I would limit the number of Students in 
any branch of knowledge, or even question the pretensions of any indivi- 
dual; for who can know any thing of another's studies except by their 
fruits; and supposing for a moment, the extension of medical knowledge 
to be even universal, it would still be necessary to have a distinct class of 
known and publicly approved Practitioners ; for extensively to know and 
practise Medicine, is enough for any one Man. 

ALEXIPHARMACUS. 
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At a time when it is probable an appeal to for the demands of society, and the proper 

the Legislature may be made in behalf of award to be made. 

80 large and respectable a class of society The Chemical Physician, by nice, cu- 

as the Medical Profession, in order to re- rioiis, and laborious investigations, eliml- 

move the existing obstructions to the educa- nates and obtains, in the most acceptable 

tion of the junior members thereof, a few form, those abstract qualities of matter, 

suggestions, connected with a theme of which are required in practice. 

great delicacy and intricacy, may not be Research and discovery, though not 

unacceptable. confined to them, is the proper province 

Before entering fully on the different of Physicians; and on account of their 
questions which it involves, it is necessary fortune and leisure, is most likely to pro- 
to present the unprofessional reader with a ceed from them. Though the different 
hasty sketch of the present state of the grades of the Profession ai'e essentially dis- 
Profession, in the Metropolis especially ; tinct, the individuals of each may, or might 
in which I shall endeavour to assist the pub- pass, progressively, into the one next above 
lie in their discrimination of persons and them ; for it would be unbecoming in a 
things in this incongruous Profession. Profession essentially liberal, to exclude 

The admiration and respect due to Phy- any persons from the privilege of aspiring 
sicians as a class of gentlemen, and scholars, to its highest honours. It is but required 
associated for the advancement of the of persons to show what their real attain- 
science of Medicine, and for the benefit of ments are ; and if they are found, on ex- 
the human race, cannot be mentioned in amination, to reach the minimum of what 
terms suflicientiy expressive. In this class is the regulations require, they are admitted, 
concentrated a galaxy of learning and skill; The care of the sick, and the preserva- 
and from their influence alone is any great tion of the health of the community, gene- 
improvement of the Science to be expected, rally speaking, has been intrusted to the 

The education expected to be acquired Apothecary. When the Physician has been 
by them, is by far too expensive, for a resorted to, the prescription of the latter 
sufficient number, to meet the wants of the has ^nerally been left with the Apothecary 
community. to be compounded ; and this has been a 

The Physician, by his fortune, education, principal source of his emolument : from 
and habits of study, becomes acquainted which it has resulted, that the connection 
with the learning, theory, and practice of of the Physician and the Apothecary has 
ancient and modem times, relating to dis- been looked upon as interested. In con- 
eases ; and by his observations on the liv- sequence of which, the custom has been 
ing and the dead, in his diurnal avocations, much departed from, and the Apothecary 
informs himself tuUy of their nature. He not being called with the Physician, the 
also studies extensively the remedial agents prescription is, in these cases, sent to the 
found abundantly spread throughout the retail druggists. But, in important cases 
world by the wise and beneficent Creator, in Medicine, the visits of tlie Physician 
in the animal, vegetable, and mineral king- cannot be made with sufficient frequency, 
doms, and abstracts from them certain qua- consistent with his proper remuneration, 
lities, which, by his own experience, and unless to very rich patients, to inform him- 
tiiat of others, he finds capable of producing self of essential variations in the disorder, 
all tiie various effects that can be desired He, therefore, requires the intervening 
or expected from them, consistent with the attendance of a well-informed Practitioner, 
immutable laws' to which the human frame upon whose report, connected with his owp 
is subject observation, his daily judgment is to be 

AU this may be effected by a person formed. He is, therefore, necessary to the 
blessed with tlie means and opportunity of Physician, as well on this account, as for 
a life of leisure from inferior pursuits, spent fidelity and accuracy in preparing and ad- 
in this way. But it is necessarily the lot ministering remedies. It is on thu account 
of comparatively few to do this ; far too few very desirable, that both of them should be 
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set above even tlie suspicion of an interested will scarcely desire to continue this prac' 
motive for their actions. The power which tice ; so that any odium which may be sup- 
every one has of choosing their own Physi- posed to attach to it in the minds of the 
cian, Texcept in remote and thinly popu- fastidious, may thus be avoided, 
latedaistricts,) is a sufficient security against Notwithstanding such an arrangement, 
a too intimate collusion of this sort, where the knowledge of 3ie theory of this depart- 
the least ground for it could be supposed ment will be equally necessary to the Apo- 
to exist. thecary, or Sub-Physician. 

To effect the above desirable object, I This very numerous, respectable, and 
propose, that the Apothecary should keep oppressed body of Practitioners, to whom 
those medicinal substances only, and no the greatest praise is due for their indefati- 
others, which tlie Physician requires. He gable industry, and invaluable exertions^ 
is himself a Sub-Physician, and, by educa- consist of two distinct orders, viz : The 
tion, approximated as nearly as possible to Members of the Worshipful Company of 
that character ; is often the most important Apothecaries of London, and Licentiates 
person of the two to the public, being al- from them under the Act of 1815, of which 
lowed, from the necessity of things, to so much complaint has of late been made, 
practise as a Physician. . Being educated There are, also, others who were in prac- 
to that end, called upon first in all sudden tice previous to that year, although neither 
and acute cases where there is the utmost Members of the Company, nor Licentiates, 
danger, and the utmost promptness, skill, under the Act, are not affected by it. 
and judgment required, to act instantly Without saying anything of the motives 
and efficiently, and yet he cannot demand or measures of those who were active in 
a fee, but must remunerate himself by an obtaining and enforcing the provisions of 
adventitious value set upon the materials re- this Act, it is but just to give them credit 
quired, which are often far too few, accord- for good intentions, however they may have 
ing to the strict rules of his art ; consequently, fallen short of being effected, 
he is obliged to supply more than, in the^ Its principal intention seems to have been 
nature of things, can be necessary ; and to prevent the intrusion into the practice 
this error is perpetuated by prejudice, by of Physic, those very ignorant individuals 
imitation, and by habit, and strikes at the found in every country village, under the 
root of all improvement in practice, except names of Cow Leeches, Bone-setters, &c. 
in the hands of a very few. If the Apo- &c. ; and to secure to the public, for the 
thecary is relieved from this d^rading future, a new order of students, provided, 
neces^ty, and can, at the same time, be at least, with the elements of a professional 
separated from any necessary connection education. So far good; but only con- 
with trade, he will be able to take his pro- template the absurdity of prosecutions 
per station in society, and meet the Phy- against such obscure individuals, and of 
sician on a more respectable footing. The enforcing the penalties of this Act against 
advantage that would result to the public persons who have nothing to pay. Of the 
would be incalculable. unpolicv and odium of prosecutions against 

He is also expected to comprise, in his any individuals, and the very inemcient 
own person, the character and skill of the protection which the public, or the Licen- 
Surgeon ; and in the country, especially, tiates, gain thereby, it needs but little re- 
to be ready to perform the most important flection to convince any one. The only 
operations, which do not admit of the least true means of protection, must be, to open 
delay. to every one the sources of education, and 

His interest, also, obliges him, in order grant Licences to all who are found able 
to form and keep together a connection, to stand the test of full and fair examina- 
to practise Midwifery — ^a branch of the Pro- tion, whether they have been apprentices 
fession, which, notwithstanding the odium previously, or not ; and, provided the means 
which has of late been attempted to be cast which I propose for reducuig the quantum 
upon it, indispensable ; and which requires of matenal to be consumed in the practice 
preliminary study, in order to insure sue- of physic to its lowest terms, ^ilU be 
cess. So far from being unimportant or brought into operation, they will have leas 
improper for men to engage in, it may be reason to regret the shortening of the term 
worth a consideration, how far it may be an of apprenticeships, or the total abolition of 
improvement to separa^ it from the prac- them ; as one reason for so pertinaciously 
tice of the Apothecary, and confine it to insisting on them will then be removed, viz. 
that class or Practitioners denominated that which occasions the anxiety of some 
Physician Accoucheurs, exclusively, who Apothecaries to secure a good living auto- 
should then be restrained from practising maton in their shops, for the period of five 
in any other cases. At least, it may be len or seven years ; not but tiiat very man^ 
optional with future Practitioners to ex- good reasons might be adduced for conti- 
ercise this branch or not; who, if properly nuing a reasonable restraint on the liberties 
protected and remunerated in a new and of youth, during the few first years of their 
Acknomiedged character of Sub-Physicians, initiation into a Profession, which involves 



sach a high degree of moral responsibility, dispose of them to public charities, as they^ 
It Is necessary, moreover, in order, to dis- think proper. i 

cq[>line the mind into habits of accuracy, Thattiieyshallat all times, nevertheless, 
business, and study. retain in their possession sufficient for the 

It is the abuse of this otherwise most supply of His Majesty's army and fleet, 
valuable portion of a student's life, which in case of any emergency ; and such an 
might be called the seed-time of the mind, assortment of simples, as are necessary for 
that has led to so much just complaint forming a perfect collection of specimens 
against the principle of apprenticeships, in of the Materia Medica, for the inspection 
a liberal Profession. In the event of the of students, whereby those who have not 
abolition of apprenticeships, all who are in other opportunities, may at all times gain a 
the course of servitude might be made knowledge of the form, appearance, and 
eligible to present themselves for examina- sensible properties, of all substances proper 
tion at anytime after the passing of such law, to be used in the cure of diseases, 
and a period of six months, perhaps, to be In submitting these hints to the conside- 
completed, before any students, not naving ration of the public, and the Profession^ 
entered into articles, should be eligible for I hope they will not be taken in a dictato- 
examination. rial light, but only so far as they shall seem 

In order, then, to remedy, as nearly as founded in justice, and to contribute to 
possible, the inconveniences which apper- the benefit of all concerned ; and, I trusty 
tain to this department of the Profession, I shall be found to speak the sense of a large 
and which have produced such loud and majority of the Profession. For, notwith- 
just complaints, it does appear both reason- standing the contempt with which the cha- 
able and proper that the Society of Apo- racter of ^e Apothecary is treated by some 
thecaries should resign to the Royal College men of shallow minds, there cannot be a 
of Physicians, the task of examining can- class of more respectable, useful, or rigidly 
didates for Licences to practise the Art of upright members of society, than the gene- 
Medidne, provided that body would be rality of them are ; and every true Apothe- 
willing to take upon them the care and cary knows the importance of his own 
responsibility thereof: or, that they petition station in the scale. He is the very key 
tbe Legislature to enable them to aJter tlileir stone of Physic, without which the whole 
existing charter, whereby they are con- fabric will fall to ruins. He knows this, 
stituted a trading body, and give them such and is jeidous of innovation and encroach- 
other powers as in its wisdom shall seem ment upon tbe Profession, and of all those 
meet and suitable to the improved condi- short cuts and royal roads, vMch it is now 
(ion of society, and as shall take from them so much the fasMon to point out for the 
altogether the character of a trading or disciples of ^culapius. (Hfe knows, by 
mercantile body.* experience, that Sureeons' Pupils are often 

That they may continue to exercise the introduced to genend practice with scarcely 
Science of Practical Chemistry, in the any knowledge of the Materia Medica, or 
Laboratory belonging to their Hall, and to ability to read, much less to write a pre- 
madLe such compounds and preparations as scription ; and when they offer themselves 
are permitted, or commanded to be pre- as asastants to Apothecaries, have every 
pared by Apothecaries, in the Pharmaco- thing to learn, at a time of life too late for 
poeia of the Royal College of Physicians, it ; £Pter having been taught to look upon 
That, instead of making rale and profit, by these duties with contempt they are found 
wholesale or retail, upon the compounds unable to perform them satisfactorily, 
80 prepared, that they be disposed of at though their living depend on it ; not be- 
oost price to such Practitioners as have cause of the unnecessary complexity^ or 
obtained licences, and who may be disposed redundancy of modern practice, for that is 
to take the seme off their hands. They a defect, but were it ever so simple, is 
may, also, do much good, by presenting an such an one, having a mind so prejudiced, 
assortment to -such meritorious students as a proper person in whom a conscientious 
passlliroush their examinations with credit, man ought to confide to act in his absence, 
and have but small means of commencing as correctly as he himself would? ' 
their profesrional career; or, otherwise, For the importance, then, and not the 

?[uantity of business, the training of pupils 
^ ^ ^ or the practice of Physic, is me proper 

likely to exert themselves for the general province of the Apothecaiy ; and to the 
interest of their licentiates, or the public, Apothecary alone should the initiation of 
so long as they find an exclusive interest in youth be confided. It is, moreover, espe- 
theii* trade ; the which, so long as it is car- dally desirable, that their minds should be 
ried ^on for profit and emolument, ought not only unprejudiced, but also as free as 
certainly to separate them from 
pation in the practice of Physic, 
to idea^ them witii the Druggists. 




mog and sordid desire and expectation of more free^ and rest upon its proper bois, 
^dta, tdth which many young persmis are a fak competition in the maike^ and the 
stimulated, through the mis^en notiions quality of tiie article. 
Of their friends, to oiter the Profeaoon. ^ Without entering into a detail of figures 
In this view, it wUl at once be seen what in this place, it will suffice to say, tlmt it 
improper seminaries for youth, who are would not be difficult to construct a table 
fntehded for the practice of a liberal pro- of fees, suited to meet all the ordinary oe- 
fession, the shops of extensive retail traders currences of practice, and the circnm- 
ttk drugs must be, and how absolutely ne- stances of those poor persons not within the 
eessary for the respectalHlity of the Pro- reach of public Institutions, 
fe^on, that a strong line of demarcation The most proper principles on which to 
Ihould be established oetween them. Some regulate the remuneration of general Prac- 
jftiirgeons, posnbly, micht not object to take titioners, appear to be as follows : 
their pupils (who are mtended for the ex- First, for the poorest classes of the com- 
cluave practice of Surgery, and of whom munity not within the reach or public Insti- 
the proportion is necessarily very smtdl,) tutions, without risk of an ajKravationratlier 
from such sources ; but, I think, no Apo- than a relief of their suffering, and that 
thecary, whose pupils are intended to be- class whose native modesty and decent pride 
Come general Fractidoners, and who is often occasions them much distress, and 
anxious for the respectability and efficiency who are most particularly worthy of encou- 
Of his department in particular, would se- ragement; a system of (economy, somewhat 
lect from such a market. on the same principles as public InstitntionB, 

A fundamental error to be considered in Clubs, or Benefit Societies, engage to sop- 
legislating on professional afiidrs, is that ply necessary medical attendance, and 
whereby the remuneration of the Practi- medicines. 

tloner is made to depend on the quantum That which Is necesnry, may be supplied 
of medicine he can, and must oblige, his in the simplest form, am wm average calca- 
patients to take, in order to secure to him- lation, for one gmnea ^er amMun fi)r each 
self a profit ; overturn this, and it will soon person, in sickDess or ■■ iMahii, taking the 
be seen how very little medicine is really year one time witkaBOllMr, and attenchuice 
necessary in the cure of diseases. Then within certun UanitK. 
WHI be destroyed that unnatural union of To every father of s«di a fanuly, I would 
science with trade, which is thus necessarily give an authority to sign a transferable 
established, and which infects the whole order, to be in force for a year, on recelv- 
practice of Physic ; making, in many in- ing in advance the above sum ; and to 
Stances, Physicians, Surgeons, 'and general such individuals whose necessities do not 
Practitioners, all gentiemen of liberal edu- permit them to do this, attendance should 
cation and refined feelings, colleague with be granted, on receipt of one shilling per 
druggists, in order mutuaUy to support each week, or an assurance in writing from a 
other; nUsleading, also, some into a belief responsible friend or neighbour, for the 
hi a real necesaty for a great variety and due payment, might be required ; but 
complexity of medicines, and rendering the though I.think it necessary to mention this, 
practice of Physic subject to every wave it is not necessary to insist on it, as any per- 
of doctrine, or caprice of fashion, when it son having paid for an order, could transfer 
Is cerCunly capable of being reduced to the same to such poor neighbours, the 
great comparative simplicity, if the sim-^ Practitioner to inform tiie lender, as soon 
plicity of nature's invariable laws, in the as the patient no longer needs it. To pre- 
animal oeconomy, is at all understood and vent all unnecessary delay and inconveni- 
foUowed. So great is this prejudice in the ence, which would -result in seeking and 
minds of many people, that they estimate obtahung the order, a first application 
the abilities of a Practitioner higher, ac- always to be attended to without it ; at the 
cording to the quantity of medicines he second visit to bring one; or Lf any difficolty 




every 

dundancy of practice is removed , this much And thus I would recommend to all Medi- 

to be de^red divorce will be effected, and cal Practitioners to consider the condition 

the true principles of the Science of Medi- of their poorest neighbours, and keep re- 

clne invariably brought to m>erate, un- cords of all that happens to them. These 

shackled by considerations or profit and means pursued systematically, would pre- 

loss ; because, on the plan of remuneration sent no difficulty to any well-informed 

I am about to propose, his emolument will Student, at the commencement of his prae» 

depend rather on the number of sick per- tice. 

sons he shall administer unto daily, tiian The additional time and labour thus be- 

npon the pecunlanr resources of a select stowed, to be compensated for, as shall 

few. The trade in dtag^ wiO, also, be hereafter be pointed ont. The Qe^rd 



PracdtioDer, in thitf more extaided appU- for the ameUoralioa of the eoaditioB of tiM 
catioii of the term^ would have no pretext poor, will be found to bring home to every 
f<Nr neglecting his poorer, for his richer man's door, in the tme spirit of benevo- 
neigUbmirs. It will be remarked, that no lence, that which his necessities require. 
unnecessary time, labour, or expensQ is Medical responsibility would remain the 
required of him. He should be Uie Phy- same ; but it might be required of every 
sician of the poor as well as the rich. Practitioner to send a report, annually, to 
There is no need of empirical displays of the Medical Body, whose lice'nce or «tt- 
presumed superior talent, ot for wiredrawn ploma he holds, to consist merely of this 
reasonings, in order for a medical man to number of cases and kind, which have come 
do his straight-forward duty to every sick under his treatment during the year, dis* 
person who applies to him. ^ tinguishing the age and sex of each, the 

All this may be effected, without in any event of the mSady, when known, Ihe 
degree wounding the feelii^ of the really total number of deaths, and siu^ other 
deserving and necessitous, almost without essential particulars, as may be found de- 
their knowledge, as all that can be required siraUe from time to time. This report to 
of them, is to attend to the appointments be gathered from a record, or register, of 
made with them, and the prescription and each case duly kept, without taking notice 
advice of their Medical friend. of the names o£ the individuals. 

From the vicissitodes of human afiairs. The time now spent in keeping books of 
the character of family Apothecary, such debts, and vmting long bids, would be 
as I have in my '^ mind's eye," who grew amply sufficient for this purpose, and much 
up as the trees in his native place, and his more usefully employed, 
patients around him, is become almost ex- The average rate of mortality, and the 
tinct. The families of the poor, also, from prevailing di^ases of every district, would 
the distress of times, are often scattered, thus be capable of being accurately ascer- 
and removed from place to place as though tained. The fame and stability of every 
they were aliens in their native land ; pos- one would rest on its proper basis^ their 
sessing, at the same time, all the natural real merit : — for the adoption it£ this mode 
attachment to home, while home receiveth would put a touchstone in the hands of their 
them not. It would be highly desirable to superiors, and the public ; by which they 
give every poor man an interest in the spot would arrive at a right appreciation thereof, 
of earth he inhabits, and an assurance of far better than by speculative works on 
occupation for his natural life, and his son abstruse questions in physic, the result of 
after him, as long as they maintain a good no experience: operating, at the same 
reputation. My plan for providing Medi- time, as a spur to the industry of the well- 
cal attendance, would be favoarable to this disposed, and a check to the presumptioii 
end ; and the very opposite circumstances of the rash, idle, and unprincij^led. 
of the poor, rendering it less practicable^ It might also be expected ot every Prac- 
has led to tins digression. titioner, to publish occasional tracts oil 

To persons a degree above this, whose particular subjects, giving the results and 
condition^ though not affiuent, is such as to summary of & experience and practice 3 
set them above an application for gratuitous for by the means I have proposed, he would 
Medical attendance ; and who may be sup- have his mind more free from the ordinary 
posed to possess a laudable pride of hide- anxieties of persons engaged in trade ; 
pendence^ in paying for all things to the 9nd abl6 to acquit hims^f of the important 
utmost of their means ; the mode that oc- duties vrith which he is intrusted, unem- 
curs to me, as likely to be agreeable to ail barrassed by a sordid anxiety for gain, 
sides, is by graduated fees tor each neces- for he will now be actuated solely by a 
sary visit or consultation, from a«. 6d. up- laudable emulation to excel in good works, 
wards, as far as 10«. according to the cir- This emulation would be kept alive, were 
eumstances, and in no case to demand the different Licensing Bodies to propose 
more^ and to. supp^ necessary medidnes prize questions, and offer premiums for 
without any additional charge, except in new discoveries, and especial desiderata in 
casesof very expensive medicines prescrib- medicine; for which all persons might be 
ed by a Physician, or with the consent allowed to send in their claims, on fhlly 
of the patient, when it is found to exceed making known the same, and their being 
the amount of the fee agreed on : the proved, or admitted to be discoveries, and 
minimum being fixed at 2«. 6d. prompt of beneficial tendency. In this manner I 
payment in all cases. would open new sources of emolument to 

This scheme, if examined in all its bear- every active and intehigent mind ; for per* 
ings, in connection vrith other projects,* sons ought not to expect to make fortunes. 



* These can only be alluded to ; but the water, fuel, and some clothing, leaving 
main feature is to supply a free and perr them to exert their industry, to raise them* 
manent location to every poor family, with selves into a ^te of honest independence* 
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fay the practice ofphyslOyiB every situation in guardians of the state in any department, 

wluch they may hsa^pen to be placed ; nor, will take charge of the interests of the 

upon the whofe, is it a desirable mode of whole medical body, precept and practice 

accumulating money, fiut every man of will invariably go hand in hand tether ; 

tdleiable almities, give him but the oppor- a load of prejudice against a well-deserving 

tnnity, will best know how to torn them to class of the community, be removed from 

account; especially in a profession which the public mind, and the benefits resulting 

offers such a wide field for the exertion of to society at large will be increased beyond 

his faculties. aH calculation. 

It is desirable to diminish the sum of 

human suffering, consequently the occanons 

ibr, practice ; aod it is not difficult to con- PART II. 

template such an improved state of society, 

as may nearly supersede the active duties The connection of my subject leads me 

of Physicians, and place them merely in next to speak of Chemistry, of ChemistB, 

the light of guardians of the pubUc health, and of DruggistB. 

The Physician thus exalted, and set apart Here recurs that specious and deceptive 

fhnn his more humble and active colleague, association of science with trade; the root 

is not, however, the less useful member of and source of many of the evils so justly 

society. The term I have applied seems and loudly complained of. 

to convey ai^assurance of the possession of Chemistry is, perhaps, the most uni- 

every requdte for the fiilfihnent of the versal of sciences, within the range of 

duties of thSr very enviable and^ honour- man's apprehension; its objects being all 

able station. The activity of their well- things, in all places, 

stored minds will always stimulate From this it wUl be seen, that it is inex- 

them to works of the highest importance h^iustible ; and that after the longest life 

and utility in their profession ; but it is to passed in the most patient and laborious 

be lamented, that the fruit of their labours pursuit of it, it would still be presumption 

cannot be brought within the reach of every m that man to say, he is a complete master 

one, on account of the expense attending of the science. Of all those men who 

them; besides thb singular and unfortunate devote themselves to the investigation of 

consequence, that the more useful they are its nuuses, none therefore can pursue it in 

In themselves, the less likely are they to be oU its ranufications ; but each man, who, 

ODiversally adopted ; and even when re- although he may be acquainted with all its 

sorted to, to be appreciated by the persons leading facts and prindples, known before 

most benefited ; and, moreover, the gene- his own time, will of neisessity, in order to 

lal Practitioner, having the charge of his excel, or make discoveries in any, confine 

own interests, is oftentimes unv/iUing to himself to those particular branches to 

adopt expenave, and highly useful medi- which his fancy, inclination, or choice, has 

dnes, as upon medicines only, can he re- led him. It is as a point from which many 

monerate lumself ; tiie interest of the Prac- start, and pursue different ways, 

titioner being opposed to good practice.* There is, perhaps, no science that is in 

Though, it is true, the aidoption of the sys- its nature so oninently progressive; and 

tem of fees would not immediately remove such are the revolutions it has produced, 

this evil ; and a person so disposed, would, at different periods of the world, and the 

(if one may imagine a man so very blind to changes it has wrought in men's opinions^ 

his real interests,) still have power to pro- habits, and actions, that perhaps it may 

tract a case; yet the general purification of also be said to have done t^e greatest ser- 

tiie profession, which it will be seen, on a vice to mankind of any.* Its effects upon 

review of the whole plan, must result in ' the practice of physic, at different times, 

process of time, will remove every tempta- have been very remarkable, and still con- 

tioa or motive to mal-practice, if such tinue to be so,in a very high degree ; and 

could for a moment be supposed to operate no limit can possibly be asngned to its pro- 

or exiit In the mind of any v^dl-educated gress. Time vras, when it was thought an 

man. essential part of the business of a Prac- 

But if those legisbtDrs, with whom it is titioner in Medicine, to prepare, himself, 

not customary to forget the merits of tiie most of the chemical compounds used in 

. the cure of diseases. IVbmy such men 

- made important discoveries, and became 

• The profession, and mankind in gene- yeiy excellent Chemists. But the exten- 

ral, would be greatly relieved by the re- 

inoval of all restrictions on Chemical re- 
search, by means of taxes on glass, &c * It is not, perhi^, generally known, 
whereby the products of that interesting that Mr. Watt, the inventor of the Steam 
science might be more cheaply obtained ; Engine, was a pupil of the celebrated Dr. 
nroch glass apparatus being necessarily . BlMk, of Edinburgh, who first promulgated 
used. the theory of latent heat. 
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sive practice of Chemistry, and the exten* suifering is (often unconscioiisly) inflicted 
sive practice of Physic, are two things per- hy them in consequence. So that people 
fecdy incompatible. are greatly deceived when they apply to a 

Those who thus devoted themselves to Chemist and Druggist for a proper mecS- 
Chemical pursuits, not finding them suffi- cine for a presumed, or given midad^ 
ciently productive, became also venders of trusting to the suppo6€»i judgment and riuU 
drugs ; these at length giving up the pursuit of such person, in diseases ; a judgment, if 
of the sdence, as requiring more • capital, it may be so called, grounded on no other 
patience, and zeal, than they were pos^ premises, than the verbal description of an 
sessed of, as w^U as incurring a greater risk individual, equally uninformed on the sub- 
for what they had, took to the vending of ject. Such a person so applied to, will give 
dings by retail, retaining, at the same time^ a drug, or any combination of drugs, cheaply 
the symbols of their medical progenitors, as to price, and will continue to do so, any 
And this they do at the present day, al- length of time, or as long as he is paid for 
though scarcely the shade of Chemistnr it; or the patient or friends can be flat- 
remains with them ; for such are the ad- tered that all is right ; or until the pa- 
vances which the science has made in the tient dies, or is past hope of recovery, 
meantime, in the hands of the real Che- without having had the advantage of any 
mists, that it is found that nearly all the of the numerous auxiliaries which the 
preparations, most commonly used in niedi- treatment of disease requires, with6ut even 
cine, can be made both better, and more a medical opinion ; wMch can often only 
economically, on a large scale. Hence we be well grounded on a view of the patient, 
have now, Manufacturing Chemists, who and an attentive consideration of all the 
confine their attention to the conducting of circumstances of time and place by which 
a few of the most profitable processes ; and he is surrounded. 

from these manufactories, the whole, or Drugs so misapplied, cannot be called 
nearly all these retail shops, are now sup- medicines; on the contrary, though possibly 
plied. So that from the natural course of in their nature innocent, are directly or 
things, connected with the progress of the indirectly poisons ; simply, from dela^ng 
science of Chemistry, the term Chemist, as time, and excluding the proper remedies 
applied to these retail traders in drugs, is which a physician would prescribe. Yet 
become a misnomer ; and should, with the to this class of individuals, a very large pro- 
symbols of Physic, be separated from them, portion of the community resort in the eEuir 

It is essential that they be separated ; stages of very impcntant diseases ; and I 
or at any rate, that they be not confounded am persuaded, instances, ih no degree short 
in the public mind, with the Faculty of of the above statement, are of frequent 
Phvsic. occurrence. 

It was a part of the intention of the The above observations equally apply to 
Apothecaries Act,to effect this, and to pro- all empirical remedies, which are resorted 
tect their body from the encroachments to on the faith of the reputation they have 
which these persons have made upon them, gained, whether well or ill founded. , It 
by compounding the prescriptions of Ph^- should be understood and I'emembered, 
sicians, and prescribing to, and even visit- that it is impossible to estimate the value 
ingpatients themselves. ^ of a medicine, by the Intrinsic worth of its 

They opposed the passing of the act in component parts, of which the value may 
that state, and obtained a clause, excepting be infinitely small, yet the good it is capable 
them entirely from its operation, by which of effecting, under the direction of a judi- 
means . said act was emasculated in the cious Physician, may be infinitely great, 
veij birth. though in its nature, perhaps, a powerful 

There is a clause in the act, which re- poison, 
stricts them from the practice of Medicine, Another point of view in which it is 
out of their own houses. But this has a necessary to consider the Chemists and 
pr^udidal tendency, and is nevertheless Druggists, is this : — ^from their assumption 
much evaded. of the symbols and character of Medical 

It, therefore, signifies little, whether the Men ; they obtain also a considerable de- 
Chemists and Druggists be ill or well in- gree o£ medical patronage; by which I 
formed, in the nature or treatment of dis- mean, that the regular practitioner is of^ 
eases. They may urge, that the law con- dependent on them for patients, as well as 
fines them to tlieir shops ; they cannot drugs ; and from them result those ill as- 
therefore acquaint themselves fully of the sorted names of '^ Surgeon, Chemist, and 
merits of individual cases. The^ can Druggist," which offend the eye of taste, 
neither viratch the progress of disease, and discrimination, in every part of the 
nor judge of, or restrain the effects of metropolis. And whether members of the 
their jemedies; they are called on to College of Surgeons or not, that body have 
prescribe, and do* so empirically ; that is, no power to prevent any one assuming the 
without having sufficient prenfises to pnV- name. And thus the laudable provisions of 
eeed upon; much pain and individual the Apothecaries' Act are duded, and these 



ingenious gentU'inen contrive to ei^rosft to stons ; but let them leave their counters and 
Uieraaelves the profits of the proKssioQal their ideas of commerce, and the love of 
ffuuiy who has oonformed to the hill; and gain^ so necessarily connected vrith it, at 
excuse themselves from the t(ttl8i|nd respon- the same time ; and though the proi«8sion 
Ability of the profession at the fame time, would for a time be glutted, every thing 
It is evident^ then, that tbeApotbecsBuies' will at length find its level, on those Tery 
I^Qt is of none effect, either to protect the ' principles of commerce with which th^ 
licentiates under its provisions, nor the are so well acquainted. Let them petition 
public, nor the faculty, from the inroads the legislature to this effect ; but if this 
of ignorance. The Druggist is essentially cannot be brought about, then let the regu- 
ft merchant, in no respect different from lar practitioner, and the real student of 
any other, possessing of necessity such an medicine, petiticm for some new symbol, as 
acquaintance with the external characters the badge of his profession, to secnire to hira 
and senable properties of his wares, as is that distinction in society, for y^hich he has 
sufficient to identify them, and judge of the so ceaselessly toiled ; and let him, who shall 
varieties of good and bad samples. A be found to have disgraced it, be subject 
ciiaractersufficientiy respectable, and would to fine and forfeiture. 
ha more respected if placed exactiy on the Once for all, let me not be considered 
same footing, as every other mercantile as directing my remarks against any indi- 
man; and he could trade freely, with a res- viduals, or any of the bodies corporate, 
pectable profession, without identifying into which the profession is divided ; but 
himself witii it, or debasing himself by an as actuated by a sincere desire to benefit 
association virith every pretender to medi- the public, uphold the respectability of the 
cal skill, in order to raise an artificial de- facidty, and especially to protect the 
mand for his commodity. Not that I think suffering artizan, tiie simple-minded msticy 
there is any thing unnatural in the associa- and their numerous dependencies, from 
tion of a Chemist vnth a Druggist, abstract- ignorance, rapacity, and empiricism. Thou- 
edly oonsidered ; on the contrary, there is sands, whose humble occupations preclude 
a kind of necessary alliance ; but not with them from discerning right from vn-ong^ 
the practice of physic; the necessity oi necessarily take all things on trust; and wim 
thiir separation is what I so eamestiy con- a constancy unto death, rest their faith on 
tend for. , 'a specious address and appearance. 

The professional man will rely upon his But, indeed, no one is safe, however ele* 
merchant for the best samples of his goods, vated his station, however honoured or 
and tiieir just weight and measure ; and beloved : ,for instance, a person is sdzed 
upon his (demist for correctness in those with a fit, in the street, and is taken to the 
compounds, for which he depends on him, first Chemist aqd Druggists shop ; is bled 
In some degree, but mainly upon his^ own by an unskilful operator, and in conse* 
knowledge of the science and experience quence* suffers amputation, and a painfol 
of their effects. and lingering death. Hut whose fiwltisit 

Nor is there possibly much to be urged that there are unskilful AmUanmtB and 
against the association of a Chemist or a Surgeons? The magnitude of the evil 
Druggist, with a Surgeon, or Medical Prac- renders it unnecessary to multiply instances ; 
titioner, in this abstract light. But it is the but there is one upon record so remarkable, 
confusion in the public mindy vHiich is so that it cannot be too often repeated. A 
deorable to be avoided, of the supposed lady of fortune met her death, under Hie 
union of all these qualities, in the minds of very circumstance in question. She made 
one or two persons extensively engaged in her vidll, leaving to her destroyer, an 
trade ; in a trade, too, holding, by this annuity of £800 for life, that he might 
means, in its hands, the patronage and never be under the necessity of bleedimg 
bread of the real professional gentleman another person !* 

and scholar. I am senable how easy it is, in general. 

But why, it will be asked, this long tirade to discover errors, and how dimcnlt to 
against the Chemists and Druggists? Is it find a remedy for them.; and should not 
their fault, that the law has fortuitously have presumed to attempt the one, witfaont 
pLaced them in this commanding attitude ? also directing my attention to tiie other. 
The law does not require of them learning There is, however, yet another, to which 1 
and talent, and precludes them from the must now advert, smd I hope I shall have 
privilege of visiting the sick ; how can it acquitted myself of the most unpleasant 
oe their fiuilt if they die, or suffer neglect ? part of my task, that of pointing oat the 
Be it understood, that it is not against the evils connected vnth this department. I 
Chemists and Druggists, but against vrrong allude to the distribution of Patent Medi- 
princioles, that my pen is directed. Let dues, by the retail Chemists and Drugt^ts ; 
the law, then, reqmre of them learning and by means of which, i^d the adverSzfaig 
talent, sufficient, at least, to pass a fair duty oonnected with it, a very connderable 

examination ; anid let them, if they desire ^ 

it, johi in the ranks of the learned profes- * BochaB. 
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revenue is deri? ed to the goreiDiiient.* It profit or emohunent on medicines or drugs 
is an evil which has drawn forth the juat in any form.] 

animadversion of many ; its removal most Thas the Chemists and Druggists would 
.be the wish of every good man who is sen- retain the privilege of compounding all 
sible of its magnitude. This, I believe, the prescriptions of Physicians and Snr* 
would be effected, provided an eligible geons, who cfiose to send them there; nor 
mode of making np the deficiency, this would their retail trade be diminisheo, 
sacrifice wonld occasion in the revenue^ except in as much, as, in process of time, 
could be devised. the consumption of material used by the 

[What occurs to me is this : first, let all Practitioners of medicine only, would, 
secret remedies and patent medicines be together vrith the trade, be reduced witl^- 
faxed very high, and the advertisement in proper limits. If this be an evil, it 1$ 
duties for them be doubled. To apply far counterpoised by the good which ac« 
the same rule to empirical advertisements,t companies it ; for the afflicted poor could 
reUting to diseases of every description, not possibly suffer unwittingly. The Apo- 
The effect of this will, in time, supersede thecary conld not be called on to supply 
them ; they will die a natural death. At medicines for any one, unless he met 
the same time, to establish a Cordon Sani- in consultation the Physician, or Surgeon, 
taire, or line of distinction, between or otherwise entitled himself to his fee. 
Drags, and Medicines. The depositories used by Apotheca- 

Qualified Apothecaries to be the only ries for their drugs, and for compounding 
distributors of Medicints, free of doty, their medicines, to be open to the cen- 
and without any charge npon them, ae- sorship of the Licencing Body to which 
cording to the former part of my plan, they belong, and to the Censors of the 
The diploma, or licence of Apothecaries, RojaA College of Physicians, that it may 
to bear a stamp. be seen and knovm that they use genuine 

To denominate all things, whether sim- and unadulterated articles, 
pie or compound, purchased by retail, at It is one of tj^e evils of the dispensing 
the shops of Chemists and Druggists, Druggists' shops, that they are subject to 
Drugs ; and so to tax all their retail trade, no supervision of this sort ; and the smaller 
even doses of Epsom Salts, or portions less ones being dependent on the larger, as in 
than a pound. To tax, also, all the pre- other trades they dare not, if they know 
parations of the Pharmacopi«a, sold an article is inferior, cavil at it with their 
singly, or by retail, in the same manner, patron. In the retail drug trade in gene« 
simply by obliging them to wrap them in ral, the quantity of bad drugs that ara 
a. stamped envelop, fixing the qnantities dealt out to the public, and uninformed 
of each article, to be considered as retail ; persons, in all the various forms of medi* 
that is, under one pound of salts, one ounce cines, is astonishing. 
of calomel, four ounces of spirituous tine- On the other side, the Apothecaries' 
tures, and all others, according to their Company being, also, a trading body, their 
nature and price ; under half a pound of censorship of &e shops of Apothecaries 
bark, or rhubarb, or senna, extend this to is looked on with suspicion, as arising froni 
all drugs, whether medicinal or not, re- interested motives ; it is, therefore, but 
tailed at these shops, as Ar$enk and OxaU/C seldom exerted. Medicine is as a rich 
Acidf colours, perrumes, &c. vein of ore, for which the invalid will search 

All medicinescompounded in these shops as for a hidden treasure; and it is espe- 
by the prescription of Physicians, or Sur- cially desirable that he should find it un- 
geons, or others, to be delivered in a contaminated, 
stamped wrapper. Therefore, by destroying every possl- 

Apothecaries to keep no shops, nor dis« bility of the existence of a motive on the 
tribute any drugs, except medicinally. No part of qualified Apothecaries, either gene- 
simples, as castor oil, or known compounds, rally or individually, to receive or distri- 
as spirituous tinctures, &c. except in the bute an inferior article, depriving them of 
usual medicinal doses; nor to make any all power of making profit on the mtiteriai^ 

M T^ • .. TTZ 7 ir~, one pure channel, at least, would be 

• It IS true that some few medictoes, ^j™^. Having never had access to the 
originally advertued as quack remedies, ai^ of the Apothecaries' Company, I do 

*";^^??"/**"*w^^2'^r'^'*?'*"^f^*^''^* not profess to know whether they keep 
adopted hy the Profession. 1 propose, ^ ^^^ y^^ samples, but would most 
to provide for any such discoveries, as Anxiously keep that body above the reach 
extra profesuonal persons might make by ^ven of suspi^en ; and open an incorrup. 
rendering aU ^erwu ehgible to contend ^^^^ channel for every Individual licen- 
for the premiums to be adjudged to the ^j^^ ^o^ever humble his meami, and 
varioiu prize questions alluded to in through them to the public, for the supply 
page 6, on fully making known the merits ^^ genuine medicines. ^^ ' 

of their pretensions. Surgeons who have been educated al- 

t About £36,000 per Annum. most exclusively as sncb, ^nd afterwards, 
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by the force of cireiniistaiieeft, introduced iks been asked, where are they to obUhl 
%p general Practice, become the dopes of this knowledge? so despised, till its imr 
efery petty retailer; and, comparatively portance is discovered. I know ooty Wh 
•peaking, the innocent channels for the less Sorgeons will also be Apothecaries^ 
nefarious part of the trade. For, having whose occupation is of great importance 
never seen,- or been very intimately con- to the Physician wlio has real disease to 
versant with the appearance of medicines contend with, and no less so to the Sar- 
in all their forms, nor well knowing those geon, who has never acquired this learn* 
properties wliich distinguish them, or ing; neither of them can be qnite lode* 
snowing them, and being dependent for pendent of this, though they may be per- 
their supply, either by customer necessity, fectly so of the Druggist. But, by MSC^ 
on a certain party, the evil is perpetuated ; elating tlieir pupils with the c^s Uurt 
jMid though they may be situated in a fer- described, a mean is provided antil It 
tile district, or a country rich in natural shall be thonght necessary to begin to 
productions, presenting, under a variety climb at the foot of the ladder, 
of forms, all those qualities of matter which I arrive at this conclusion, that no per« 
the treatment of disease requires, canuot son affecting wholly to despise the details 
•avail themselves of them ; neither could of the Profession, has a right to h^ conid- 
they perform the necessary manipulations dered a proficient in it; consequently, that 
in order to obtain them in tlie required every one, at some period or other odf his 
Ibrin, were they sensible of the richness life, should intimately acquaint bioss^ 
of those treasures which every where sur* with the Materia Medlca, and operatiV^ 
round them. Pharmacy. As a curious mechanic, who 
Books alone will not put a man in pos- uses a vast variety of tools, nrany of tiKftniy 
session of this kind of knowledge, which thongh very similar in form, yet tAch poa- 
Ss too generally neglected or despised. It sessing some singular property, all wfaic^^fae 
It this, perliaps, which forms one of the knows and distinguishes, while a-atnuigery 
strongest objections to the abolition of attempting to use them, would ffpoO bottt 
apprenticeships to Apothecaries; and them and the work.* So in palnflng, or 
though the form and name may be discon- sculpture, many little trifles combliie to 
tinned, the time and steady attention make up perfection, and peifecdon is tio 
which these seemingly trifling acquisitions trifle.* 

require to make the proper impression. In quitting this part of my tsbject, as 

Is very considerable, even where the op- there is no particular assoclatibn of iht 

portunities are great. Youth is the only class of Scientific Chemists^ asl have yet 

season in which to give the zest for them, heard of, I suggest the expediency cf 

while the mind is unprejudiced. For forming one, for the ehcoaragement of 

^ese, and other reasons, the Aputheca- students in that very nsefiil and Interest- 

ries, as I have already said, should initiate ing science, with power to ohll|^ every 

1^1 those wliose means do not enable them one who assumes the name, to attend cer- 

to resort to higher sources ; therefore, if tain courses of Lectures, and acquire a 

the period of pnpihige is not much short- certain quantum of that knowledge, thit 

ened, all the good of the old system would no uninformed persons attempt to deodve 

be retained ; and provided a new mode of the public under that character, and tliftt 

remuneration Is adopted, general Practi- this class of Chemists be separated As 

tiooers would be less occupied with need- much as possible from all connection with 

less detail, and at liberty to give the pro- the trade in Drugs : so that, although tibe 

Ser attention to their pupils. When this duties of each department are cariied an 

rst stage In the student's progress is ful- in a segregated and independent maimer, 

filled, they will be more free to pursue the yet being all actuated by an unity of pv- 

•tudyof Practical Anatomy, and Surgery; pose, the relief of suffering lilidiBnity, 

or If these opportunities do not present, the whole system will work with the most 

to take the designation of Licenced Com- perfect harmony, 
pounders of Medicine; their licence to 

be obtained by eaamination, and to bear .....—...» 

a small stamp. These esclusive Apothe- 
caries might be altowed to compound and PART III. 
dispense medicines before taking out their 

licence to practise physic, either for them- If there is anv one branch of the Ptfo> 

•elves, as the Druggists do now, or for the fesslon that requires to be defined and tet 

licenced Apothecaries, not, however, for apart from the rest more than another, 

. sale or emolument. This would enable it is that of Surgery; for there Is none 

young beginners to form themselves, gra- that is so much usurped. 
dually, a connection. Among, the professors of this branch, 

I have, eUewhere, spoken of tlie defi- there are, doubtless, many men of 'ex6Bl- 

* ciency of Surgeon's Pupils in knowledge ...''*' 

of the Materia Medica; and a question * Michael Aogelo^ 
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lent attaioments; yet, looking at the wl^ole This, aUo» haa led some to cooaide'' 
body, it cannot escape obsenratlon, tbat Surgery (n the light of a mechanical ariL 
they are distinguishable into tWo kinds, and Anatomy as merely a collectioii or 
each of which have studied their Profit Acts; and the more of these amaa eaa 
sion with Views essentially different.* Iiccumnlate, and the more dexterously^ li^ 

The exclnsive Snrgeons, fand among can use his tool^, ihe better Sargeon, and 
these, in the following remarks, many are there an end. Of this large number, very 
to be excepted,) and those who unite with few, for lack of anfficient opportunitiei, 
Surgery the Practice of Physic. ever become very excellent Anatomists^ 

This latter, generally speaking, are the or live by the practice of Surgery exclQ* 
bett educated of the two, and have the sively. 

most enlarged and enlightened yiews, for ' The exclusive Surgeon, then, having 
.this plain reason ; the practice of the the treatment of local affections in persons 
Physician requires more of physiological otherwise healthy^ needs only dexterity of 
knowledge, (which the Exclusive Surgeon hand, to be acquired by practice, on the 
does not require, or, at least, has thought dead,~or on the living; and, at length, a^ 
so,) as well as a much more extensive ac- intiAiate acquaintance with structure. And 
quaintance with the collateral sciences, people reason thus ; *' He must needs b^ 
and a better preliminary education than an expert person, who can readily take to 
some of the former are provided with. pieces and replace in'order the parts of a 

On the other hand^ the smallest possible complex machine.'' But some mei^ can 
modicum of professionallore, and acquaint- make a watch all but the main spring; 
ance with remedial agents. Is sufficient for and we might as well suppose we 
the knowledge and practice of Snidery, ac- can understand motion, or the cause of 
cording to the very confined notions with motion, without a knowledge of its prin- 
which some persons take to this particular ciple, as to understand the most complex 
department ; and their notions square with and elaborate of machines, a living animal 
those of the vulgar, who can appreciate body, without a knowledge beyond the 
what the Surgeon does, while they cannot reach of the knife. But much error hu 
have any comprehension of the labours and resulted from considering human beings 
utility of the Physician ; because of his as mere machines. Yet some will rail 
great power of foreseeing the approaches against Physic and Phjrsicians; but these 
of disease, and of cutting it short, or pre- persons do not distinguish between mete 
Tenting it altogether, whereby the iudivi- drugs, and the science of medicine. This 
dual escapes a great and imminent danger, >esnlts from the error I have pointed oat 
pfceu vrithout being in the least degree —the union of Professors of Physic of ▼«• 
sensible of its magnitude ; and this renders rious grades, with Druggists, 
the general Practitioner of such infinite As a good Surgeon will perform a com* 
value to society, he having the earliest plex operation with few and simple la* 
intimation of danger. For these reasons, stroments, perhaps a scalpel only, so a 
also, the name of Surgeon is so common, good Physician will bring about all hit 
that no man can obtain employment in a intentions with very few and simple ageafei. 
general wav, until it is added to his desiff- Notwithstanding, a knowledge of many 
nation ; although the occasions' for strict^ things is net the less necessary to him, 
surgical skill and manual operation, are,^ He studies physic generally, and in sucli 
comparatively, very rare. A man breaks a u manner as to enable him to practise 
bone, or dislocates a joint,— the one is re- successfully, in any part of the world; 
united, the other presently replaced ; Or and locally, in relation to the distriiit ia 
he is cut for the stone, and the stone is ^hich he may settle. He finds resources 
put into his hand; these things are palpa- in all nature, which, as his fund, he draws 
Die and convincing there is no being de- upon- for those treitsures of knowledge, 
ceived. bv which he is to unravel the most obscure 

— phenomena of disease, and adapt his 

* Medicine ranks supereminently among means to the proper end. No created thing 
the pacific arts, while Surgery thrives most- is beneath his notice. In the organic 
ly by scenes of war and bloodshed. The world especially, he may observe all the 
minds of two persons, to whom it should be phenomena of fife, in its various degrees 
given to choose between the two, may, there- of perfection, laid open, and, in some man- 
fore, be very differently constituted ; a ner, ready dissected to his view in regohr 
qtiestion then arises, whether he who has succession, from the simplest monade, and 
ichosen, adopted, and become inured to the meanest worm or insect, to the most 
'the latter, is so well qualified (allowing complex and perfect animal ; or the small* 
him to possess the knowledge) to practise est particle or vegetable dost to the noble 
the. former? I think, in general, they do o^, or the tallest palm or cedar ; and the 
not acquire the same degree of patience, mineral kingdom, aided by the sister 
depth of thought, or facility of resoorce, science, Chemistry, afford him very many 
' as the Pbysiteians. of his most efficient aqxUiaries. 
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Altiiongli a knowledge of all thew aad see, with imrameiable objecta, eaeb fti 
Ibeir satore U both neceiaary aad proper itaetf a wonder lorpaaHiic oar caatptn^ 
to the PhyiiciaB, and highly desirable to heosion; the other cooYiaciBgMy that Ihe 
the Apothecary, or Sab-PbyticiaB, yet it hbm great Powar who has thas projocted 
U by aoaieane Decenary, or even proper, the spherei, needs not even magnltnde 
that the latter should keep all thii^^ that of space in which to display wooden 
have ever been vaaoted as efficacioas ia cqoaBy incoanirebensible. To aooK, I 
the treatment of disease, arach less other nuiy appear extravagant; bat evevy tamm^ 
drags not fit to be associated with medi- according to his candltioa in life, will 
cinal agents ; as well those which possess receive ffiffiuent impressions from a view 
merely the negative qaalities of coloar, of the same objects, and adapt them ta his 
taste, and sraefi, as those which are posi- particular modes of thonght; 
tivcly destructive to life, as white arsenic. Notwithstanding this, it ia a aciance of 
oocalic acid, ice. For of many things tiie slow progrem; certainly not, however. 
Physician requires hot few nbstract qn^' from a deficiency of seal on the part of 
Uties, but those variously modified ; so Its professors, who are men endowed vrtth 
that the contento of the Apothecariat will the amst ardent benevolence and philan- 
ever vary with the advancement of the thropy, lealoasly persuing n stndy loath- 
science of medicine. some in ItKlf, but calculated to confer the 
A curious feet obtains ia regard to some greatest benefits on mankind, nt least. If 
medicines, that Nature presents them to fife is worth enjoying, and its value n con* 
his hands with all those delicate oMMlifica- sideratiou worthy the attention of an en* 
tions which be requires, already combined lightened age; benefits, not ciwifinad ts 
In the same substance, and he has only to t£e mere health and comfort of those 
vary the dose to produce every Mesired individuals who may be said, unfertmsitrty, 
effect : such medicines can never go out to stand most in need of tbem, but havfai|L 
of fashion. Yet, without that extensive also, an influence on the comforts and 
knowledgeofNature,Deithertheoneorthe enjoyments of the whole hunmn race, 
other can acquit themselves ^ as good There are analogies connected with if, 
stewards of the manifold gifts of God/' which open prospects too extensive to be 

ncconiplished in the course of anny gene- 
rations. In short, Anatomists may be 
How shall I enter on a theme so repng- considered as having possessed tbemselvet 
nant to the public taste as Human Ana- of a source of pleasure which leavea them 
toroy ? or how shall I animadvert, without only the wish of coumiunicating It to afl 
offence, upon that Legislature from which men. They can at all timea tern tfielr 
we hope so much, or essay to trim the thoughts inward, and raise in their minds 
balance between the law, the church, pub- a succession of the most interesting spe- 
lic opinion, and private feelings, on the eolations, as so many scenes of a Bsagnl- 
one side, and the advancement of the ficent drama. Themindof such nnmnii 
social happiness of the human race on the certainly far above sordid or inteteated 
o^er, in a matter involving so manyim- aMtives in wishing to extend his reaeardma. 
portent considerations? I dare scarce If he was capable of entertaining themai 
trust myself with a task so difficult, or, a Surgeon, his interest would be eppoaad 
hope to obtain the least indulgence for' tobisloveof the science, and the true end 
my presumption. Many persons, doubt- of his study, the diminution of the Ills thait 
less, entertain the same lively sentiments, afflict humanity. 

and have written, or intended to write It would be tedious and unsatisfiMtory, 
familiarly on this very interesting theme, perhaps, to inquire into the causes of that 
but have desisted on account of the diffi- prejudice and persecution vrith which the 
culties which surround it. Where law Professors of Anatomy have contended, 
and public opinion are opposed to the from the earliest records of history. The 
benevolent exertions of philosophy, it is Jews considered themselves defiled by the 
unfortunate indeed. Yet, let us not touch ofa dead body,though the Egyptians 
d^pair ; our Legislators are beginning to were, certainly, not fastidious ; and the 
have more enfightened views ; and, ere science was even much encouraged by the 
long, it is to 1^ hoped, all those laws Ptolemies. But, in general, It would 
whose tendency Is '* to make a commodity seem, that the mangling and torturing of 
of diseases,'' will cease to exist. the living frame, has been looked on with 

The intense interest and admiration ex- less horror than the anatomy of the dead; 
cited in every mind well engaged in the so that they have, in all countries, poraoed 
stndy of Anatomy, is such as to exclude the study clandestinely, and often at the 
almost every other feeling. There is, in- risk of their lives. It is remarkable wHb 
deed, a sort of sublimity belonging to it, what slow progress the discovery of all the 
not inferior to Astronomy itself; the one most important fects of the science hnvh 
giving ns the grandest idea of the immen- succeeded one another. The dlstinetei 
sity of space, ao wonderfully filled, as we between arteries and veins wai knewn to 
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Hippocrates, though not understood ; of erhne above all others. It is the laudable 

the fisnctions of tiie brain and nerves he endeavour of some to effect this object, 

had no idea, and they only began to. be It will not be good to make dissection a 

guessed at many ages after ; nor were the penalty for any crime whatever, as it would 

limctions of the lacteals understood, even be less likely that any should voluntarily 

in the time of Galen ; nor was it, until consent to be dissected ; which appears 

after a long course of years, that the cir- to roe the only desirable mode of making 

eulation of the blood was discovered. At a very unpopular, though necessary prac- 

the present day, there are large and im* tice, at all popular. SImll it then be con- 

portant organs, whose function is but ob- sidered that only poor friendless invalids 

scurely understood. The labour of a life are proper objects for dissection ? In 

might be well bestowed on those of the free and equal England, I think not; it 

nervous system, while every one is aware is not kind, to say the least, and is con- 

vHiat confused notions still occupy the trary to the benevolent and charitable 

minds of men upon the Amotions of the intention of the founders of our hospitals 

brain. in general. Yet this has not only been 

For the most part, the prejudice which proposed, but pretty extensively acted on, 

remains at this time of day, is not so much so that the Anatomical School and Theati^ 

•gainst human anatomy, as ajirainst^ the have become to be considered an almost 

exhumation of the dead, and the detes- necessary appendage to a public hospital, 

table and disgusting traffic connected with But to what does it tend ? not to the relief 

it. There is every thing graceful and and cure of the greatest number of cnra^ 

decent in committing the remains of de- ble maladies and medicable woonds,retum- 

ceased - relatives to the earth, and in all lag them grateful and useful members of 

the feelings connected with that sablime society, but to make our hospitals recep- 

rite ; and far be it from my thought to tacles, for the most part, of the incurable 

trespass on, or violate that sacred ground, and dying. Not to make them good schools 

It .does appear, that every thing of Medicine and Surgery, wherein the 

that legislation can do on this matter, phenomena of disease and accident may 

is to remove the existing obstructions be observed in their commencement, pro- 

to the free exercise of this indispensable gress, and convalescence, but the termina- 

branch of the education of a professional tion only of complex and hopeless maladies, 

man. But how this is to be effected, is, - In the example presented to us by our 

perhaps, the most difficult part of my task Gallic neighbours, I do not see much 

to make auinifest, so as to avoid an injury to be considered worthy of our imitation. 

to the feelings of any individuals, and It would be fkr better that we should 

preserve at the same time the decent foraas devise a plan by which they would be 

of society. disposed to imitate ns ; I would preserve 

It is well to remark, that, in a worldly to the poor an equal right to sepulture, 

aense, this is not the province of the Pro- and the performanceof funeral ceremonies; 

fessioD ; the more sick and diseased per- therefore, I consider, that the Theatre of 

sons there are, and the more nnskilfnl Anatomy and the Hospital should be sepa* 

Professors, the more business for those rated, and hospitals be considered and 

who can do it. Therefore, it is not a made good schools of Medicine and Sur- 

'ifuestion of particular but of general into- gery only. 

rest, affecting all men ; and in its ramifi- I shall endeavour to strike out a middle 
cations, intimately connected with those path by which the School of Anatomy 
laudable exertions -for the amelioration of may be upheld, distinct from Hospitals, 
ffociety, which employ hundreds of philan- and all public receptacles for the poor, 
thropio minds. It has, also, been proposed to make an 
. It has been thought, that, were the alteration in the burial service, or a form 
dissection of murderers discontinued, there suited to these occasions; as amain and 
^ould be less prejudice on the minds of very reasonable objection on the minds of 
many on this account, against human ana- most people who give the matter any con- 
toniy. sideration, is, the privation of this rite. 
■ It appears to have been the contempla- It is true, the mere omission of one for^ 
tion of the law in every particular relating mula, that in which the words, *< we 
to this penalty, to benefit survivors, and therefore commit his body to the ground," 
impress the minds of all with the extraor- occur, would answer the purpose; yet, it 
dinary heiUonsness of the crime, as an would most probably forma very strongob- 
admonition and example, rather than as jection to legislation on tliis question, on 
a part of the punishment to the criminal, account of the tenacity with which these 
It becomes a great question, whether this forms are upheld ; and this in particular, 
can or ought to be done away with? I being, perhaps, the very best, and, there- 
fear not, until the punishment of death fore, least open to animadversion. The 
abaH become the sole distingnisbini^ cha- infraction. of apart, it will be said, is the 
ncteriitle -nark «f the hmnwmnujoi this iofractioB w omilliiig^ of the whole ;• as it 
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it All eonstraoted vitli a ¥i«w to tkiit ez« To creite • iMoperty w bodiM rnthk^ 

press aot of borial in die eirtb; and so the law does not acknowledgOi wovlcl iMt 

many and so food are the feelings and only opea a door to maiiy abuses^ bf|| 

assooi aliens connected with it, that it may often place well meanuig persons in a vei^ 

probably have even a very demoraliciog perplexing situation, at times least desbiir 

tendency to disturb it in the least degree, ble. All who consider they have a dnljf 

asintbiscaseyaiso, the benefit of survivors to perform to the dead, would aot b# 

is more especially contemplated. On this willingly stayed* by the possible good to 

qnestion I shall not pretend to decide, but accme to the living by the aegicct #f 

ihoald most strenuously protest against it. The same considerations i^l liolif 

violence to the feelings of the poqrest among the poor, and even amoiM^ tboet 

person in the realm, clandestiaely or on whom these duties devolve, ror tbf 

otherwise, who having been broogfat np ia very poorest, who would for the aiott 

the discipline of the Charch, aad venera- part feel themselves placed in a very eaa- 

tion of its forms, claims an equal right te barrassing situation, if actiqg ondera la# 

its benefits, real or imaginary. . so repugnant to their best feelings. . ., 

■ It is, nevertheless, to be vnshedy that I leave it to every considerate persoa t0 

this qnestion should be entertained ; and, determine, whether it would be politic 

probably, after all, as there is a separate and wise to blnnt or aanihilate these iMr 

service for the dead at sea, an appropriate ings in all the inferior ranks of society nf 

one might be provided for those who whether such a conrse is not more likely t# 

would voluntarily consign their remains, fix for ever that prejudice and aatipathy 

to so good and useful a purpose ; by to Anatomy, which it is so desiraAo lo 

fenderiog it a pure act 'or volition, to eradicate from their minds; or vfbetbor 

be performed after due deliberation, the cause of the Anatomist is likely U^bp 

from a conviction of its real goodness benefited by removing the aticvia of 

and utility, the same inward satisfac- punishment from dissection, and stanpi^f 

tion wonld result, as from the persona- it with that of poverty and wratchedaeas, 

ance of any other virtuous action. For which often becomes the lot of the fwaal 

as long as dissection is made the lot of rate, without any fault of theiri^wo* 

crime, degradation, and poverty,, it wiU Among these, I would use every aadei^ 

contwae to be unpopular ; but by remov- Tour to remove the repugnance or pi^J^- 

ing every stigma, and rendering it tolera« dice against dissection, and replace it, bf 

ble to the innocent, the sensible, and the a conviction of its utility, and the goodnepa 

jich, that examples might commence with of a voluntary act, which (aU indolic|ifry 

them, all prfjadice wonld gradually die ; and levity being carefully a^oiMi) I do 

and these objections, which weigh so much not consider by any means impossiUo,aad 

in the minds of ali who consider the mat- so temper the regulations to be mada, that 

ter, being removed, examples, though, at where it ia not so, it shall inevitably fall 

first, few, would not be wanting; and when on the most vicious and abandaoed of 

the Legislature has done something, the society, (without ,'the necessity of aa oi^ 

-nnceasing seal in the Professors of Sor- press law to this efiect,) who may bo said 

gery, especially, would soon render it, to be the only legitimately unclaimed* Xt 

perhaps, even fashionable. With regard is for this reason I wonjd separate the 

to the poor, to deceased intestajte persons Anatomical Schools from Hospitals, whi<^ 

of all degrees, and to the empowering should not be made the receptacles ojT the 

the next of kin to dispose of the remains latter, to the exclnsion or contamiiiatiaB 

of relations in this manner, it would have of the more deserving, 

a prejudicial and even dangerons influence. Hospitals should be exempted alt<^getfaor 

The knowledge of such a fiower vesting from the regulations for jUie supply. €f 

in ill-disposed persons, where property Anatomical Schools, as they woalo /tepd 

is concerned, would become a temptation to aggravate human suffering Iqr far WH99fi 

to secret and deliberate murder; a law than all the good resulting from Aaatoaif 

of this nature is not desirable, or if it were would ever alleviate. ,;i 

marie, very likely to be acted on from a I cannot but regard anjr measnro .wkfcfi 

purely good motive. There are artful shall point at the poor in particnlar la 

modes of assasination enough known to this country, as pregnant with evil, neod- 

make it necessary to be very cautious, lessly extensive and nneqnal in ita opora- 

aod to suspect every unsolicited offer. tion, and likely to create more pr^udiee 

It would be infiuitely better that the law and opposition to dissection, than has beea 

should be silent on this point. As regards manifested for many years. I will tap. 

the absolutely unclaimed, it might be op- pose such a law to be made ; that appa* 

tional with the persons in whose care they rent indifference on the part of the poor 

die, to choose which form of funeral rite about the remains of their friends woald 

shall be celebrated ; so that they are made vanish. In cases where the bo4y is not 

responsible for the performance of oae or claimfd,itoftenerevinoetoxtraaMpofiW 

itbo other, aader proper regolatiaiit. tenladiiwaBGo. Whale .teiiHwJlllpl 
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biit of poiDfr homes aind hospitals, are often lug oondition of society; the tendency of 
nnftble tb bary their dead ; yet, by clubs which, however remote, is to sopersede 
br sabscriptions among themseWes, of the necessity of Workhouses altogether, 
taeighbours, even the inost wretched and and render the supply from Hospitals and 
atmduned will contriTe to effect tills pur- Jails, at least, precarious. Tlie formel^ 

rse ; much more, then, when such a law has a flattering appearance, and may over- 
known to exist. whelm the Schools at first, the latter 
In my humble judgment, and with all seems more suitable to the genius of tho 
due deference to the opinions of others, people, and conducive to the advancement 
It Is neither likely to answer the end pro- of the Science ; although more gradual 
|K>sed, nor to meet the good wishes of any and gentle in its operation, more likely 
teflecting mind. ^ to subdue prejudice, and to be perma^ 
' I am averse to any regulation settmg a nently successful. 

8 rice upon bodies, or calculated to sane- Every person in the least degree ac^ 
i6h the sale of them in any way, as leav- qnainted with practical Anatomy, must 
ing a temptation td the secret continuance be aware of the inutility and absurdity of 
of the practice of exhumation, and leading burthening the Anatomist with the charge 
to depravity. I would even discourage and responsibility of funeral rites aftet' 
all charges to accrue by means of convey- dissection ; and one who should under- 
Unco from piftce to place, as too nearly take to perform such an engagement, could 
boirdering npon traffic, and affording faci- not be looked upon as shicere. 
lity to the concealment of crime. As an The study of Osteology precedes ever^ 
Ak'ticle of commerce, they should ever be other part of Anatomy, as the bones fur- 
lionsidered as contraband. A regulation nish points of reference, and names to 
jpirofaibitory of this, would effectually pre- most of the ligaments, muscles, and ten- 
Vent all disgusting traffic, wholesale and dons; therefore, one or two complete setft 
lb detail. of bones Ure exceedingly desirable, ot 

' Every district of a given population even necessary to every Surgeon. In the 
shonhl have one authorized Anatomical first place; tbiB cai'eful Anatomist bestows 
School, or Dissecting Room, for the ready much pains, and some expense, in pre- 
resort of resident Practitioners, or Stn- pariUg the body for dissection. It nnder- 
dents, wherein at least one Subject might goes an antiseptic or preservative pro- 
be at alf times in the course of dissection, cess ; the veins and arteries are filled. 
In whatever way bodies arid provided, occasionally, with different coloured wa^, 
Ihey should be a bonus to the Profession, to render theUi' conspicuous to their mi- 
to be used disinterestedly for the advance- nutest ramifications. Without this care, 
tnentof the Science, and general good of the body Would be very imperfectly dis- 
tfae community. sected, and the blood vessel and nervoiis 

To recapitulate ; all that abpears desira- systems could not be dissected at all. 
Ue from the Legislature, is to remove any Por minute Anatomy, the body remains 
existing enactments Which operate mate- a long time under bis hands ; to oblige 
Hally to the prejudice of Anatomy ; all him to give it up at all, would make all 
penalties on the conveyance or possession this expense and labour in vain ; and wlieti 
Of a body fbr the purpose of dissection, it is successfully dissected, it becomes 
kifUr the performance of a funeral rite. * as important to him to be preserved with 
Probably, to remove from the crime of the utmost care, as the chart to the 
simple piracy the punishment of hanging; mariner. Therefore, the performance of 
in chains, and connne it to murder. funeral rites as soon as possible after the 

To adapt the funeral service to be per- decease of the individual, consistent in 
ibrmed on those who would bequeath their every case with propriety, and the im- 
remains, and others legally appropriated mediate. conveyance of the body, free of 
to dissection^to these cases, by the omis- expense and incumbrance, as recent as 
•ion of unsuitable words, and, if thought possible, would not only be an acceptable 
necessary, tlie addition of others more boon to the Profession, but conduce very 
snitable; to be read as soon as conve- materially to the successful pursuit of the 
oiently after the decease of the individual, Science. I cannot close this period without 
in the presence of stifficlent witnesses, and bearing testimony to the utility and ad van- 
provide for the due entry of every 'such tageofSummer dissections, contrary to the 
case on the Parish Registers, and the pay- generally received opinion of the greater 
nent of the usual feci. danger in that season. On the contrary 

I shall not presume to decide whether the rooms are by far more tolerable as 
k plan that depends solely, now and for they are generally less crowded; 'the 
ever, *upon the supply to be obtained from windows can be always open, and a con- 
Workhott^es, Hospitals, and Jails, is most stant change of air dilutes and carries off 
desirable, or a more general measure for the effluvia. Desiccation, also, impedes 
'the ameHoratiou of the Profession at kirge, putrefaction, and the long days are such 
^€toitot«nt '#lth tlte 'prograsslVely Imf^i^t- an advantage, as few Studelitf can aibrd 
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to throw away. Tliongh Winter has the mical Scboob, provided the saoctioD and 
advantage (perhaps the only one) of being protection of the Legislatore is obtained, 
free from insects, the days are short, fires can there be a reason wh^ there should 
•ecessary, the rooms close, crowded, hot, not be one openly erected m every town- 
aad often intolerable. ship, or hamlet, in the kingdom ? from 

Of the necessity of legislative inter- whence the valoable knowledge of this 
ference for the suppression of exhumation, interesting science might be equally dif- 
and affording protection and facility to fused, as from so many centres, to be eoD- 
tfae study of Anatomy, consistent with the dncted and frequented by all the resident 
wdfare and safety of the community, I medical gentlemen of each district. For 
trust, by this time, there cannot exist a it is an undoubted fiict, that very few ever 
difference of opinion in the whole British have opportunity, after leaving the metro- 
Empire ; especially when it 4s considered politan establishments, to revive, or keep 
how very accessible to the most illiterate up their knowledge. Such Schools, with 
and unprincipled every kind of vmdioua Libraries attach^, well organised and 
fotasm is now become. . conducted, would be of infinite service^ 

The absolute necessity of the study of especially to the junior students, as a 
Anatomy to every person in the most re- great part of the expense of medical 
mote degree connected with the practice education arises from the necessity of long 
of Medicine and Surgery, will equally residence in the large towns. At any rate, 
appear, if we reflect how imperceptible the iacilities to the study cannot be too 
is the tramsition from the compounding of much multiplied. 

Medicines, to the extempore practice of Then wiU this noble science burst 
Medicine and Surgery, by persons totally untrammelled from the obscurity which 
uninformed in this Science, having no has impeded its progress, and the 
basis more rational for their practice than very foundation of physic become mani- 
mere conjecture and imitation. fest to all men ; and in defiance of 

The sanction of the Legislature being Scepticism and Sarcasm, the elegance and 
then obtained for this most necessary and beauty of the superstructure be seen : mea 
Indispensable study, and .the disconti- will be convinced, that, in a great many 
nuance of the dissection of murderers, or, instances, at least, diseases, Uke tiie phan- 
at least, the making it a part of the sen- toms of superstition, need only to be 
tence on them, the scruples of all persons known, to be despised. For as the exls- 
grounded on the supposition of Identifying tence of moral evil has been already 
Siemselves with such criminals would denied, to the imiversal knowledge of thia 
Vanish, and the revolting custom of the science would go far to prove, that neither 
exhumation of the dead, and traffic con- is there any real physind evil which it is 
nected with it, be entirely superseded ; not in the power of man, either Indivi* 
the prejudices of mankind at large might dually or collectively, to prevent, avoid, 
then be allowed to wear out gradually, or remove; so richly hath the Giver of 
which they certainly will do, as the utility all good endowed his handy work, 
of the science becomes daily more mani- In contemplating the restraints, perse- 
fest. cotion, and prejudice, which this science 

In everycase of transfer, or consign- has endured, the mind forcibly reverts to 
ment, certificates and registry of the fact the darkest ages of gothic barbarity, when 
should be required, and of the perform- the only safety of the sons of science vras 
ance of the funeral rite in the house of the in seclusion ; but let it not be said, that 
deceased ; thus, by securing a sufficient in England, more than in any other conn- 
number of witnesses, to prevent the con- try, at this enlightened period too, when 
cealment of any secret crime, or the pre- every other branch of knowledge is ex- 
ference of any false accusation. These tended over the land, that this science, 
certificates should be taken as equivalent which so nearly concerns every one, still 
evidence in matters relating to the dis- labours under the same disheartening 
posal of property, sometimes depending bondage. 
on the evidence of the death and burial 
of individuals, and entered on the parish 

books accordingly; the clergy, &c. being CONCLUSION. 

aDowed their usual fees. 

The only persons at all likely to be The Profession of Physic holds a high 

aggrieved by any of the regulations here- and important rank in the scale of society, 

in proposed, as far as I am able to collect, which renders it an object of ambition to 

are the quack doctors, the nndertaliers, many. Moreover, the wants and miseriea 

aad the retarrection men ; while every one of human nature render it necessary, nn- 

y ld be still left at liberty to be buried fortunately, for the admixture of a very 

hdHMMpith if he pleased, with the addi- large proportion of men possessed of such 

^^^^^Mtfance of lemainhig unmolested. Taluable knowledge and skill as appertaiaa 

^ "^afcct to the loratlon of Anato- to it. For homanity'a sake, then, may it 
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be relieved from all hindrance to its bene- It would be an act worthy of a great 
▼olent exertions. statesman, and transmit his name to the 

The indefatigable zeal and perseverance remotest posterity, to open the inezbaus- 
of the generality of its professors, call for tible sources of wealth, industry, and 
the acknowledgements of all men. Great happiness, which the unlimited cultivation 
as the benefits are it is constantly con- of these sciences would afford. Some will 
ferringi it is to be lamented, that there say, they are of minor importance, as 
are evils of a moral and political nature having relation only to the affairs of this 
which limit the good it is otherwise capa- tlransitory scene, but 
ble of effecting; it requires the co-opera- ^ Non soldm nobis nati snmus -*' 

tion of other classes of the community to and let us remember, that, although 
remove the causes of those diseases which we are not permitted to know the end 
depend on poverty, and the crowded, of our present existence, we are ex- 
ill-ventilated, damp, dark dwellings of pected to do good in onr generation, and 
the poor. Much, might be effected, give an account of our works. A little 
by landlords and capitalists of humane time, and a little space, is given to man ; 
and benevolent minds, to remove the let him use them so, tiiat he may look back- 
very causes of poverty, and, by con- ward without remorse, and forward to a 
sequence, to improve the morals of the sure reward. The writer of these pages 
people, and increase the comforts and here commends them to the consideration 
necessaries of life, did the Legislature of all men ; with his best wishes for the 
keep pace with the advanced state of welfare of that Profession, of which he is 
the most useful and necessary arts. By a humble member. May they promote 
improviug the laws relating to domestic that unanimity of feeling among them, 
architecture, removing the imposts on which the unity of their object seems to 
houses, water, fuel, and necessary arti- inculcate. If his humble endeavour to 
cles of clothing, of certain descriptions, restore the ancient grandeur of the edi- 
eomfortable houses or cabins might then fice, and become the bond of nnion among 
be constructed with great economy, on its disjointed members, shall also contri- 
new and improved principles, warmed, bute to repair the breach which the sons 
lighted, aud properly ventilated, in which of commerce have occasioned, he shall 
every poor person might at any time find have opened to himself a sonrce of pleasing 
an asylum from the inclemency of the recollections, which no change of fortune 
elements, and a home, or spot of earth, to or circumstance will ever be able to ob- 
call his own, on which to set the affections literate. 
•f himself and posterity tor ever. 
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